
 

  
        DECEMBER EDITION  
  
It’s not too late, if you have not done so already, make yourself 

and your family appointments to receive the Influenza vaccine. The 

CDC recommends flu vaccinations for anyone 6 months of age or 

older with any licensed, age appropriate flu vaccine. This year, 

getting your flu vaccine is more important than ever.  Since 

symptoms associated with the flu and COVID-19 often overlap, you 

can reduce your risk of having to go through unnecessary 

COVID-19 testing and quarantining by getting your flu shot. 

Moreover, widely vaccinating against influenza can protect 

vulnerable people. Curious about the similarities and differences 

associated with symptoms of influenza and COVID-19?  According 

to the CDC, both illnesses can cause the following symptoms: 

fever, fatigue, shortness of breath, cough, sore throat, body aches, 

headache, and nausea and vomiting.  However, unlike the flu, 

COVID-19 can result in the loss of taste or smell.     Ms. Heuer, 

School Nurse 

  
         FOURTH GRADE NEWS 

The first half of the year we will use the text called Social Studies: 

States and Regions. We will focus on the geography of the United 

States and its five amazing regions!  We will learn about, but are 

not limited to, natural resources, historical documents and people, 

national parks, as well as skills such as elevation and Latitude and 

Longitude. This will be a year filled with many new skills and 

exciting adventures. 

For the second half of the year, students in Social Studies will be 
learning about New Jersey history and landforms.  To provide 
students with a broad, more thorough review of landforms found 
in New Jersey, the United States and the world, students will 
collaborate, create, and explain in detail different landforms found 
around the world. This will provide students with a better 
understanding of what landforms are and where they are located. 
We will also study Native American groups, United States Branches 

of Government, and map skills for a variety of  maps.   
                                Ms. Fitton, Social Studies  
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF READING 
    The number one activity linked to academic success is reading. 
Parents of fourth grade students should encourage their children 
to read everyday for at least twenty minutes.  Parents should also 
spend time every day reading to their children. Reading together 
creates a shared experience between a parent and a child.  
     Children who learn to read successfully master three core 
components: 1. They are able to identify printed words using 
sound spelling connections and have a sight word repertoire (i.e. a, 
are, do, etc.). 2. They are able to use precious knowledge, 
vocabulary and comprehension strategies to read for meaning. An 
example of a comprehension strategy is when a student rereads a 
sentence or paragraph to gain a better understanding of that 
sentence or paragraph. Another example is when a child makes 
predictions about what will happen next in a story. 3. They read 
with fluency, that is, they can identify words swiftly so that what is  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
read is understood and reading itself is enjoyable.  
Reading with fluency also includes adding appropriate expression 
and pauses when reading aloud. Students on the fourth grade level 
should read at a rate of 100 to 120 words per minute. For more 
information access: 
https://www.readingrockets.org/helping/questions 
     In December, students in Mr. Luciano’s fourth grade classes are 
responsible for completing a book each week from the site, Epic 
books. After reading a book, students are asked to answer 
questions about what they have read, such as;  would they 
recommend the book to others?  
                                   Mr. Luciano,  Language Arts  
 
   GRADE  4 SCIENCE 

 American Astronomer Edwin Powell Hubble once stated: 

“Equipped with his five senses, man explores the universe around 

him and calls his adventure SCIENCE.”  Grade four students are 

truly on an adventure and we are busy exploring our universe! 

We’ve been learning about our Planet Earth and all the changes 

that are constantly occurring in the world.  We learned how rocks 

form, and how scientists study fossils to find out what life was like 

since the beginning of time.  We’re now looking how the Earth’s 

features have changed and continue to do so.  We’ve even taken a 

“virtual field trip” to the Grand Canyon to see that magnificent 

wonder of our world!  Virtual instruction has not slowed our 

exploration down one bit!      Ms. O’Shea, Science 

     

GRADE 4 MATH 
        We’re having a great year so far in 4th Grade Math. We are 
just beginning to learn the process of division and are starting to 
apply it to “True to Life” situations. The multiplication facts that we 
have retained from 3rd Grade and continued to work on this year 
have built a foundation for this skill that our students will be using 
for years to come. I know we will continue to have a fun and 
exciting  year.           Mr. Reddy, Mathematics 

  

                               MUSIC PROGRAM 
     Even during virtual learning, our Gavlak music department 
students have been busy rehearsing and practicing their 
instruments and voices. Students are preparing for a virtual 
concert video to be shared in the coming weeks. Students in 
general music are studying  different musical careers as well as 
creating their own compositions using online software. Vocal music 
students will start to sing and celebrate different holiday tunes, 
while band students continue to hone their skills on their 
instruments. 

Mr. Giglio -Chorus, Mr.  Raquet - Band 
 

        PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
       On behalf of the students, staff and administration of the 
F.W. Gavlak Elementary School, I would like to wish all of our 
school families a safe and happy holiday season. 

https://www.readingrockets.org/helping/questions
https://www.readingrockets.org/helping/questions


Ms. Nancy Giambrone, Principal    


